
 
12th December 2017 
 

Dear Parent 

 
Christmas Arrangements 

As the Autumn Term draws toward a close, we wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support and bring to your attention the following items of news and information. 

 

Newsletter:  The Calder Highlights – Winter Edition 
You will find our newsletter on the school website.   

 
Celebration Assemblies: 

We have had a fantastic term at Calder High and we are celebrating by holding assemblies to praise 
and reward all our students who are making our school so successful.  

We are very proud of the work and progress of our students and prizes and certificates will be given 

out in the final assemblies of the term.  
 

Christmas Lunch 
The Diner will be serving a traditional Christmas lunch on Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th 

December.   Full Christmas lunch including a sweet will cost £2.05 per student (except for students 

in receipt of free school meals) and they will be served by our guest servers! 
 

End of term 
School will close for the Christmas break on Friday, 16th December at 12.15 pm and school buses 

have been arranged for this time.   If students are entitled to a free school meal, they may collect it 

at break time from the Diner. 
 

Friday is also Calder High Christmas Jumper and non-uniform day.  Students are asked to donate £1.  
Money raised will go to the Projects Abroad Calder VI Expedition to Nepal where students will be 

supporting local communities in July 2017.  
 

Calder VI and Cragg Vale 

This term, the Local Authority has been consulting on the future of Cragg Vale Primary School. As a 
result of on-going conditioning issues, Cragg Vale Primary faces an uncertain future. Following the 

consultation, the Local Authority are taking their findings to Cabinet Members this week who will 
decide whether or not to pursue the amalgamation of Cragg Vale with Calder High. There has been 

some concern that such a move would be at the detriment of Calder VI. Under the current 

circumstances surrounding post-16 provision in neighbouring schools, this is entirely understandable. 
The Governors and I have been present at all the consultation meetings and have categorically 

stated that were the decision be made to become a through school, we would maintain our sixth 
form provision. One option being presented to Cabinet members is the building of a new Sixth Form 

block on our sight. I would like to reassure parents and students that Calder High will maintain its 
post-16 provision, irrespective of any decision to become a ‘through school’. I will write again in the 

New Year with the final decision and the implications and next steps for Calder High, but it will not 

involve the disruption of our post-16 offer and teaching. 
 

 
Goodbye to staff: 

Calder High School is saying farewell to a number of staff who are leaving us at the end of this term: 

Mr Terry, Lead Teacher for RS, Mrs McLachlan from Expressive Arts, Miss Foulkes from Science, Mrs 
Marklew and Mr Milnes from the Mathematics Faculty and two long serving members of staff, Mrs 

Bell and Mrs Helliwell from Administration. Mrs Cowey, a member of the Senior Leadership Team, will 
be leaving the school in January. We wish them all the best for their future careers and thank them 

for all the hard work and support they have given to Calder High. 
 



Welcome to staff: 

In January 2017, Mrs Power will be joining the Senior Leadership Team, Mrs Dales is the new 

Learning Resource Centre Manager, Miss Groom is joining the Inclusion Team as Inclusion Officer, 
Mr Powers joins the Social Sciences Faculty with Mrs Morgan joining the Expressive Arts Faculty and 

Mr Halliwell the Maths Faculty. Mr Readle is the school’s new Data Officer and Mrs Pickup will be the 
school’s Receptionist. 

 

 
Start of the Spring Term  

 
Uniform 

When making new purchases of items of school uniform, please check with the School Uniform Policy 
which can be found on our school website.  Additionally, we hope that all our students will wear a 

warm, waterproof coat to school for the coldest months of the year. Please can you support us in not 

allowing hoodies to be worn to school. 
 

Equipment 
If you are stuck for ideas for stocking fillers (!), now is a great time to stock up on pens, pencils and 

other equipment in preparation for the new term. Our 3 non-negotiables are the 3Ps; pen, pencil, 

planner. After the first term of teaching the new GCSE specifications, we are asking every student in 
years 10 and 11 to have a scientific calculator for Maths and Science lessons. The Maths department 

are selling the ‘ideal calculator’ for only £8.  
 

Adverse Weather 
If there is heavy snowfall overnight and it is necessary for the school to close, information will be 

posted on our website (www.calderhigh.org.uk), the Calderdale Council website 

(www.calderdale.gov.uk) and broadcast on local radio stations.  We ask that you do not ring school 
for information as the telephone lines rapidly become jammed. 

If snowfall causes an early closure in the day we will liaise with the bus companies and attempt to 

get all students onto their usual bus but at an earlier time.  Information will be available on our 
website and Calderdale Council’s website.   If you live in one of the outlying areas and wish to pick 

up your child early do feel able to do so.  Please report to Reception and we will arrange for your 
child to be collected from class. 

We look forward to welcoming all our students back to school on Tuesday, 3rd January 2017.  

 

May we wish you a happy holiday and our very best wishes for the New Year. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr A Guise 
Headteacher 

 

 


