
Mr Taylor’s Update 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
A lengthy update this time as there is a lot going on!  
 
As we approach half term, I wanted to continue my support for parents around online safety. I also wanted to 
thank you for the feedback I received from the last bulletin. This is work in progress and hopefully, there will 
be regular updates and maybe video links. Below is some important information and opportunities for you to 
support Calder High in the future. 
 
Online Safety Assemblies 
In my last bulletin, I included the link to Kayleigh’s story. A shocking, real life story of how a young girl was 
groomed and murdered. Thank you for your support with this in showing your children. I am running a series 
of age appropriate assemblies in the final week of term to address the issue of Youth Produced Sexual 
Imagery. Recently, students completed an age appropriate survey. It was pleasing to see that the younger 
students in Year 7 and 8 have a good awareness on the subject, however, the older students are displaying 
some concerns. Approximately one fifth of the 100 students surveyed said they have shared images with 
people they do not know online.  
 
Sexting: A parent’s guide. 
New guidance has been released from the UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS) around ‘Sexting’. 
Unfortunately, this is becoming a normalised activity for some of our young people and we need to do our 
best, in collaboration, to address it.  I have updated our school website with some useful links about how to 
report concerns with a variety of everyday Apps such as Instagram and What’s App. Please follow the link 
HERE  http://www.calderhigh.org.uk/about-us/supporting-students-and-keeping-them-safe/ 
for further details. 
Guidance can be found by accessing the CEOPs site HERE for four short films made to raise awareness of 
Sexting and how to address it with your children. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjV0lKYpakk 
 
Parents as Partners 
In the coming months I want to establish a series of Parent as Partner events around the issues young people 
face today and how you can support them as parents. To do this I would appreciate it if you would complete a 
short online questionnaire so we can hear your voice as a parent group. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DRWSXWD 
 
Bank of England Success for Year 9 Students 
A number of Year 9 budding film producers recently entered a competition for the launch of the new £5 note. 
Once you see the film you will understand why they won the national completion. You can see the winning 
film, showcased on the Bank of England’s website 
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/education/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Calder App 
We are finally coming into the 21st century with ‘MyEd’. We are using this app to improve communication with 
parents and make life a little bit easier.  
 
MyEd system allows the parents to do the following: 

 View child's attendance 
 View timetable 
 View behaviour 
 View school calendar  
 Access information including briefings  
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 View school presentations and download letters 
 Access updates from the school 
 Instance access to electronic communications sent home 

It is available both on Android and ITunes free of charge, you just have to register. However, You need to 
ensure your email address is correct on our system.  If you are unsure, please contact 
rsutcliffe@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk  Letters will be coming to the bottom of your child’s bag soon. Look 
out for them! 
Watch this space for our Facebook/Instagram pages in the next few weeks.  
 
Applications for Free School Meals  
If you are receiving certain benefits, your child is entitled to Free School Meals. Do you qualify? Please check 
here 
 
New Parental Group 

The school is currently looking to establish a group whereby parents are actively supporting our school 

community. There is no doubt that many good schools have active PTAs and at Calder High we have an 

amazing, versatile group of parents with great experience. As a result we would like to invite you to a meeting 

to establish how we want to go forward. This will take place on Thursday 16th March in the LRC at 6pm. Please 

contact Chris Washington if you would like any further information. 

cwashington@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk 

 

Activities Week and Parent Pay  

In recent days all students in Years 7-10 have attended an assembly led by Mr Washington outlining the 

exciting plans for Activities Week in July. During this week students will experience a range of indoor and 

outdoor activities at school, in the local area and further afield. A varied four-year programme, catering for all 

tastes, has been created for students to follow throughout their school journey. A letter has been given to all 

students outlining the nature and cost of these activities and any important payment deadlines 

 

From now on Parent Pay will be to main source of money transfer for most areas in school. It is safe and easy 

to use.  If you would like help setting it up or any further information about it, please contact Jo Waddington in 

the school Finance Office jwaddington@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk 

 

House re-launch 

Some members of Student Council have recently been working hard to relaunch the House system within 

school. So far all students and staff have been allocated one of the four houses (Hardcastle, Stoodley, 

Wainhouse and Shibden) Between now and the end of the summer term a varied programme of activities, led 

by Mr Webb, will take place culminating in the presentation of the Calder Cup to the winning house. In 

September all students will be issued with a smart enamel house badge which they will wear on their blazers 

with pride!  

 

Calder Edge update 

Students in Years 7 and 8 have made a great start to the Calder Edge this term. All have now complete the unit 

on Communication and we have a lovely set of Transition Postcards to send to primary schools in the near 

future. The next unit is on Organisation. As one of the two Personal Challenges, students will need to make a 

presentation in a chosen subject or tutor period. Full details of the programme can be found on the school 

website.  

Upcoming events at Calder High School 
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 Year 9 Parents Evening: Thursday 2nd March from 4pm 

 Year 8 Parents Evening: Wednesday 8th March from 4pm 

 You can book appointments by clicking here. 

 PE Netball Camp Y7-11:17-19th March 

 Learning for Life Day: 23rd March 

 Year 8/9 Spanish Trip: 21-25th March  

I hope you have a wonderful half term and I look forward to bringing you many more changes in my next 
update. 
 
Mr Taylor 
Deputy HEadteacher. 

https://calder.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/

