
 

 

 
 

 
Cragg Vale J&I School Children and Young People’s Services 

Scout Road Academy  
Access and School Planning Team 

Ground Floor 
Calder High School Northgate House 
 Halifax 
 HX1 1UN 
  
  
  

Dear Parents/Carers, Staff and Governors,  

Public Consultation: Cragg Vale Junior and Infant School 

As you may be aware, Cragg Vale Junior and Infant school is facing some serious building 
issues.  The Local Authority and school are committed to finding a solution that will provide 
Cragg Vale Junior and Infant School pupils with a school site that better meets their needs, 
provides suitably sized and equipped classrooms, is both dry and safe, and with outside green 
play areas. 

The current building has significant condition issues that will be costly to put right.  These 
include outside retaining walls in poor structural order requiring re-construction work, hard 
standing areas in poor condition, the need for rewiring and a new heating system, and more 
recently serious roofing issues and dry rot. 

In addition the school is not suitable for modern education.  Classrooms are of an inadequate 
size, are being shared by various year groups, there are no playing fields, poor facilities for 
pupils and staff, with administrative and resource space being either extremely limited or non-
existent. 

At the same time Cragg Vale Junior and Infant School is experiencing a decline in pupil 
numbers. This is already a small school and recent intakes have reduced the current roll to 59 
pupils making on-going sustainability a real issue. Any future solution will need to address on-
going sustainability as well as condition and suitability issues. 

The Local Authority is conducting a pre-consultation offering a range of possible options for 
pupils and staff at the current Cragg Vale J&I School site.  The options being considered in no 
particular order are: 

1. Amalgamation with Scout Road Academy or Calder High School; 
2. Relocation to a stand-alone provision on the Calder High School site; 
3. Closure of Cragg Vale Junior and Infant school and parents being asked to 

preference other alternative schools. 
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E-mail: cyps.admissions@calderdale.gov.uk. 
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The parents/carers, pupils, staff and governors of Cragg Vale School and other schools 
potentially affected by the options listed are invited to take part in this consultation.  Members of 
the wider community are also welcome to express their views.  Details can be found at 
http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/schools/consulation-cragg-
vale-junior-and-infant-school.  You can do this by: 

 Email: 
Complete the consultation form (found on the website above) and email to 
cyps.admissions@calderdale.gov.uk. 

 
 Post: 

Complete the consultation form and post it to the Commissioning Officer - Access and 
School Planning at: Ground floor, Northgate House, Halifax HX1 1UN. 

 In person: 
Consultation meetings will be held with parents/carers, staff, governors and the community 
of Cragg Vale and the schools listed in option one. These start on Tuesday 27 September 
2016 in the Ted Hughes Theatre at Calder High School. The consultation meetings are: 

27 September 2016 (4pm – 4.45pm)  Cragg Vale, Staff and Unions 

27 September 2016 (6pm – 6.45pm)  Cragg Vale, Parents, Pupils, Governors 
and Community  

28 September 2016 (4pm – 4.45pm)  Scout Road Academy, Staff and Unions 

28 September 2016 (6pm – 6.45pm)  Scout Road Academy, Parents, Pupils, 
Governors and Community 

29 September 2016 (4pm – 4.45pm)  Calder High, Staff and unions 

29 September 2016 (6pm – 6.45pm)  Calder High Parents, Pupils, Governors 
and Community 

 

Any comments or views expressed during this consultation will be presented to Calderdale 
Council’s Cabinet.  Subject to Cabinet’s decision, the next stage will be consultation on a more 
detailed proposal (if either option 1 or 3 are pursued) or the publication of a statutory notice 
followed by a period of representation (if option 2 is pursued). All these matters will be explained 
in more detail at these consultation meetings.  

It should be acknowledged that this is an open consultation and that no school is committed to a 
course of action at this stage. This is merely an exploratory consultation to find the most 
suitable solution for the future of Cragg Vale Junior and Infant school children. The deadline for 
all responses to this consultation is Wednesday 5 October 2016. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Stuart Smith 
Director of Children and Young People’s Services 
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