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English Literature A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

GCSE grade 5 English Literature 

Course Overview: 

This A Level is an ideal choice for anyone who loves reading and is interested in the big questions 
affecting human existence.  It is a highly respected A Level that can be instrumental in helping 
students gain university places in a variety of subjects.  English Literature students are taught to 
think analytically, consider different interpretations and listen and respond to one another 
sensitively in preparation for the seminar style environment they are likely to find at university. 

One of the most important skills you will learn is how to write coherently and critically.  This is an 
essential skill that will aid you with other subjects and is invaluable in higher education and the 
world of employment. 

As you progress, you will become a more self-aware reader of all kinds of writing and acquire 
advanced skills in analysis, evaluation and communication.  The ability to communicate is also very 
valuable for almost any job.  Studying English Literature teaches you how to write clearly and 
effectively whilst understanding literary history and critical approaches to all the major literary 
genres. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Drama and Poetry pre-1900 Comparative and contextual study 
 

Assessment Details: 

NEA Literature post-1900 (20%) 
Paper 1 Drama and Poetry pre-1900 (Exam 40%)  
Paper 2 Comparative and contextual study (Exam 40%) 

Progression Routes: 

English Literature can take you into most professions, but it is often a pre-requisite to have 
English if you want to study English Literature, Media, Advertising, Publishing, Drama, and for jobs 
in the theatre. 

Examination Board: 

OCR English Literature 
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Biology A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a minimum grade of two grade 6s or a grade 6 in Biology 
GCSE and a grade 6 in Mathematics. 

Course Overview: 

Are you intrigued by… 

… the incredible variety of organisms that inhabit our planet? 

… what lies ahead for the future of genetic engineering? 

… why cells divide, and how tissues ages? 

 

You will explore and investigate organisms and life processes from the molecular, to populations and whole 
communities of animals and plants.  Biology is the most rapidly developing of the three main Sciences; 
enhancing our understanding of the food we eat, medicine, forensics and biotechnology. 
 
As a research based subject, Biology will enhance and develop your laboratory, analytical and evaluative 
skills.  You will develop an ability to apply logical reasoning to help you to solve problems, to measure 
changes precisely and to collect data within a scientific environment. 

Modules: (Please note that modules are subject to change) 

 
Module 1: Development of practical skills in Biology 
Module 2: Foundations in Biology 

Module 3: Exchange and transport 

Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and disease  
Module 5: Communication, homeostasis and energy  
Module 6: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 

Assessment Details: 

100% examination & practical endorsement reported separately, 3 examination papers ranging from 1½- 
2¼ hours in length. 

Progression Routes: 

Biologists work in the pharmaceutical industry, life sciences, clinical and health professions, conservation, 
agroforestry, anatomy and human biology, biological sciences, microbiology, genetics, medical physiology, 
human biology and climate science …to name but a few! 

Examination Board: 

OCR A 
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Chemistry A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus two grade 6s in Trilogy (Double Award) Science, or 

equivalent, or Triple Chemistry (excludes Additional Applied Science), plus a Grade 6 or above in 

Mathematics 

Course Overview: 

Chemistry is everywhere in the world around you!  It's in the food you eat, clothes you wear, water you drink, 

medicines, air, cleaners...you name it. 

Chemistry is sometimes called the "central science" because it connects other sciences to each other, such as biology, 

physics, geology and environmental science.  Here are some of the best reasons to study chemistry.  Chemistry helps 

you to understand the world around you.  Why do leaves change colour in   autumn?  Why are plants green?  How is 

cheese made?  What is in soap and how does it clean?  These are questions that can be answered by applying 

chemistry. 

Chemistry allows you to develop a range of skills and understanding in order to make decisions about the way science 

affects our everyday life by applying concepts.  A successful chemist will be an effective problem-solver and be able to 

communicate efficiently both orally and with the written word.  Handling data will be a key part of your work, allowing 

you to demonstrate information as well as use of numeracy and ICT.  You will build up a range of practical skills that 

require creativity and accuracy as well as developing a firm understanding of risk and safety issues.  As you become 

more skilled you will take responsibility for selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods, recording your 

observations, critically analysing and evaluating results and impact of your own and others' experimental and 

investigative activities. 

 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change)  

 
Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry 
Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry  
Module 3 – Periodic table and energy  
Module 4 – Core organic chemistry 
Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements  
Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis 

Assessment Details: 
 

Component 01 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5 

Component 02 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6  
Component 03 assesses content from all modules (1 to 6) 

 

Progression Routes: 

Apart from the obvious careers of Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmacy, Chemistry can provide a range  of 

exciting careers in Analytical Chemistry, Biochemistry, Environmental Chemistry, Forensic Science, 

Pharmaceuticals, Teaching and the Polymer Industry. 

Examination Board: OCR A 
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English Language A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

 
GCSE grade 5 in English Language 

 

Course Overview: 
 

You will have the opportunity to study the ways English Language is used in a variety of forms, such as 
casual spoken conversations, advertising material, texts and tweets, and legal and medical discourse.  You 
will also be able to study English Language from a range of periods and cultures, maybe engaging with the 
evolution of the English Language from its Anglo-Saxon beginnings onwards, or consider global English – 
the variety of forms of English in use across the world today. 

Some students choose to study the use and functions of language within the classroom context or in 
political speeches; others discover a passion for finding out about children’s language acquisition or the 
way the mind processes metaphors. 

In learning about English Language, you will learn how to think critically, record and analyse your own 
language data with technical precision and consider the different types of language use.  In learning how 
to research topics you will build and develop an ability to communicate your knowledge and understanding 
in various forms.  You will develop advanced insight into the functioning of the language in the world all 
around you, and gain a sophisticated understanding of communication itself. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

A Level 7702 

Assessment Details: 

NEA Language in Action (20%) 
Paper 1 - Language, the individual and society (Exam 40%)  
Paper 2 - Language diversity and change (Exam 40%) 

 

Progression Routes: 

Jobs such as Editorial Assistant, English as a Foreign Language Teacher, Lexicographer, Journalist, Primary 
School Teacher and becoming a writer are directly related to English Language. Jobs where this subject 
would be useful include: Academic Librarian; Advertising Account Executive; Advertising Copywriter; Arts 
Administrator; Information Officer; Marketing Executive; Public Relations Officer and Records Manager. 

 
Examination Board: 
AQA 
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Science (BTEC Applied) 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus: grade 4 in GCSE Science (Core, Additional, 
Biology, Chemistry or Physics), or Pass at BTEC Level 2 Applied Science 

Course Overview: 
How is aspirin made and tested? How do muscles work? How can we be more energy 

efficient?  How can we make bacteria glow in the dark? 

These are the sort of questions which are answered during the study of Applied Science. Applied Science 
covers all three main areas of science – Biology, Chemistry and Physics – and puts the theory into practice 
in a range of work-based contexts. 

In particular, you will learn about the structure of cells, the periodic table, making useful chemicals, waves, 
techniques used to analyse chemicals, genetic engineering and physiology. 

You will develop a range of practical techniques, including titrations, use of microscopes, colorimetry, flame 
tests, simple analytical techniques, analysing samples of DNA and genetically transforming bacteria. 

You will also learn how to present and analyse results and observations, how to write a scientific report and 
how to design a science laboratory. 

 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

 

Unit 1: Principles and Applications of Science 
Unit 2: Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques Unit 3: Science Investigation Skills 
Unit 4: Genetics and Genetic Engineering 

 

Assessment Details: 
 
Units 1 and 3 are assessed by external exam and are worth 50% 
Units 2 and 4 are assessed by internally set and marked coursework and are worth 50% 
 

Progression Routes: 
 

Studying Applied Science can lead on to the study of sciences (e.g. Environmental Science, Biochemistry, 
Forensics) at degree or foundation level, or to employment within the science sector such as laboratory 
work or nursing.  The skills learned such as independent study, time management and meeting deadlines 
are also transferable to other sectors. 

 

Examination Board: 
Edexcel 
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French 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus: Grade 5 or above in GCSE French 

 

Course Overview: 

French can open new doors for you, not only in terms of the job that you go on to do but also by 
demonstrating a new world of communication, culture and ideas on topics that you may not even 
have considered before. 

Not only will you develop superb communication skills through the detailed knowledge of the 
language but you will also begin to see how many of the topics we hear about every day affect all 
of our lives.  You will study topics linked to French cultural trends, issues in politics and society, 
literature, and of course French Language, all from the point of view of the culture you are 
studying.  You will also consider the everyday issues of family life and family in society and then 
move on to better understand the arguments behind the more serious topics of racism, poverty 
and the environment. 

 
Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

A2 7652 

 

Assessment Details: 

Listening, reading and writing exam – 2.5 hours (50%) 

Written exam – 2 hours (20%) 

Speaking exam – 25 minutes (30%) 

  
Progression Routes: 

Many A Level French students go on to take degrees in French, other Languages or they include 
French into a more vocational course such as Engineering or Law. 

Typical careers using French include sales and marketing, translation and interpreting here in the 
UK or in Europe, Africa and Canada, teaching, journalism and manufacturing industries…but the 
possibilities really are endless as any profession may need a French speaker. 

 

Examination Board: 

AQA 
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Spanish 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 5 or above in GCSE Spanish 

Course Overview: 
You will develop superb communication skills through the development of a detailed knowledge of 
Spanish vocabulary and grammar; focusing on language structure, expression and debate.  You 
will develop an ability to write extended essays that are fluent, expressive and analytical whilst 
developing the confidence to be able to express yourself verbally and to have extended 
conversations. 

Studying ‘A’ Level Spanish does not just enable you to access a second European language; it 
opens up a whole world of opportunity.  It is estimated that 7.5% of the world’s population speak 
Spanish so the potential benefits are endless, from worldwide travel to accessing the global 
employment market.  You will study topics linked to Hispanic social sciences, culture, literature 
and of course Spanish Language, which will not only support your learning in other areas, but will 
enhance your understanding of the world around you. You will have the opportunity to explore 
topics as diverse as advertising and media communication, fashion and music, family and culture. 

Units:  
A2 Spanish 7692 

Assessment Details: 
Written exam – 2 hours (20%) 
Listening, reading and writing exam – 2.5 hours (50%) 
Speaking exam – 25 minutes (30%) 

Progression Routes: 
Many students who choose Spanish at A Level go on the study Languages at University.  Typical 
careers focus around sales and marketing, translation, teaching, journalism and the manufacturing 
industry. The employment opportunities can be endless as many professions in the Global Market 
require fluent language speakers. 

Typical careers using Spanish include sales and marketing, translation and interpreting here in the 
UK or in Europe, Latin America and USA, teaching, journalism and manufacturing industries…but 
the possibilities really are endless as any profession may need a Spanish speaker. 

Examination Board: 
AQA 
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Mathematics 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics or a grade 
B (with an enjoyment and confidence when working algebraically). 

Course Overview: 

The main reason for studying Mathematics to an advanced level is that it is interesting and 
enjoyable.  Students like the challenge and the clarity.  The solution of a problem has an 
excitement and a satisfaction that is not found in many subjects.  The study of Mathematics can 
satisfy a wide range of interests and abilities, it develops your imagination! 

 

You will learn how to think in a clear and logical manner and how to tackle problems by 
simplifying them.  You will learn some of the basic algebraic and computational skills that make 
our scientific and technological world what it is today. 

 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

 

Core Mathematics 
Statistics and Mechanics 

 

Assessment Details: 

100% examination 
3 exams Core Maths, Core and Statistics, Core and Mechanics 

 

Progression Routes: 

Mathematics is one of the most marketable A Levels.  It is difficult to think of any course where it 
would not be welcomed in combination with other subjects.  As well as the obvious progression to 
courses and careers in Mathematics, Engineering and most areas of Physics, Mathematics students 
find themselves working in Computing, Economics, Banking, Air Traffic Control, Architecture, 
Surveying, Psychology and teaching to name but a few.  Recent surveys report that young people 
with A Level Mathematics earn 10 per cent more than their counterparts. 

Examination Board: 

TBC 
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Further Mathematics 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 7 (A) or above in GCSE Mathematics. 

Course Overview: 

Students who study Further Mathematics find it to be an enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating and 
empowering experience.  For someone who enjoys Mathematics, it provides a challenge and a 
chance to explore new and more sophisticated mathematical concepts.  It is a challenging 
qualification, which both extends and deepens your knowledge and understanding beyond the 
standard A Level Mathematics. 
 
As well as learning new areas of Pure Mathematics, you will study further applications of 
mathematics in mechanics, statistics and decision mathematics.  You will learn to present solutions 
clearly and concisely, and to extend your own thinking within a logical framework.  You will 
develop the confidence and competence to deal with information given in algebraic, numerical or 
graphical form. 

 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Core Mathematics units and Applied units from Mechanics, Statistics and Decision. 

 

Assessment Details: 
 
100% examination 

 

Progression Routes: 

A qualification in Further Mathematics enables students to distinguish themselves as able 
Mathematicians in their applications for university and future employment.  If you are planning to 
take a degree such as Engineering, Sciences, Computing, Finance, Economics, etc, or perhaps 
Mathematics itself, you will benefit enormously from taking Further Mathematics. 

 

 

Examination Board: 

TBC 

 

 
Susan Anderson, CBI 
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History A level (2 year course) 

Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a minimum of a grade 4 at GCSE (if taken). 

Course Overview: 
History not only helps you to understand what happened in the past but it also allows you to see 
how the present has evolved.  It helps you to develop the skills to look beyond the immediate and 
obvious so that you are able to make perceptive and analytical judgements about the past, 
present and future.  History also helps you to make sense of other subjects, by helping you to 
understand the world in which we live today. 
 
Throughout your study of History you will develop your communication skills, especially those in 
literacy and verbal reasoning.  You will develop the ability to present analytical arguments; 
consider evidence and the impact of bias.  Additionally you will develop skills that will provide you 
with the ability to evaluate different value systems, society and culture. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Unit 1 The making of a superpower USA 1865 - 1975 (Breadth study)  
Unit 2 Making of Modern Britain 1952 - 2007 (Depth study) 
Unit 3 Historical investigation: A research unit, which must cover 100 years and has to start 

before 1807. You will then produce a 3000 - 5000 word essay. Topics cannot be the 
same as the examined units. The investigation is worth 20% of your grade. (Historical 
investigation) 

 

Assessment Details: 

2 x written Exams 
1 x 3000 - 5000 word essay 

 

Progression Routes: 

History is a traditional subject that is held in high regard by universities and employers.  History 
provides excellent preparation for careers based around Law, English, Modern Foreign Languages 
and Government and Politics. 

 

The skills developed are transferable to many careers from the police force to the media. 

Examination Board: 

AQA 
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Media Studies 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements.  Study at GCSE level is beneficial but not essential. 

Course Overview: 

Are you interested in making films? 

Would you like to discover who really owns the media? 

Are you interested in studying the film, magazine or games industry? 

Media Studies is a mix of theoretical and practical work which gives you the flexibility to pursue 
your own topics and interests. It is an up to the minute subject which allows you to balance 
creative and analytical skills and to engage with contemporary new media technology. You are 
also encouraged to evaluate your own work in the light of your knowledge and understanding of 
media theory. 

You will develop practical skills in shooting and editing film footage and still photography, using 
software such as the Adobe Suite, including Premiere Pro, After Effects, Soundbooth and 
Photoshop.  

You will develop your research and analytical skills by applying these to media theories, such as 
audience, representation, narrative, genre, semiotics and representation in television drama.  You 
will also analyse case studies of media institutions, such as the magazine or games industries, as 
well as the online media revolution and how it has affected the production and consumption of 
television and music. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Media 1: Media Language & Representation (Examination) 
Media 2: In-depth analysis of media forms, including television, magazines and online, social and 

               participatory media/video games (Examination)  
Media 3: Film/Cross-Media Production (Coursework) 

Assessment Details: 

30% Coursework (Film Production) and 70% Examination 

Progression routes: 

As well as acting as a springboard for those who wish to study media or film media production at 
a Degree Level, the practical element to Media Studies is very useful for those wishing to enter a 
career in media related fields such as advertising, marketing or media production.  It complements 
many subjects, for example, English, Art, Drama, Photography, Sociology, Psychology and ICT. 

Examination Board: 

AQA – A Level Specification 



Calder 
Sixth Form 

The Calder Learning Trust 

 

 

Art 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus GCSE Art and Design grade 4 or above (or equivalent) 

Course Overview: 
Britain has been at the forefront of Art and Design and innovation for centuries, do you want to be one of 
the next generation who shapes the way our world will look and function in the future?  We need to 
produce the next wave of creative thinkers…is that you? 

Art and Design is a fun and exciting way to learn new skills and visually express yourself in a practical 
manner.  This course offers you the opportunity to explore and develop your creative potential. 

You will develop skills in a wide range of materials and techniques; studying, exploring and developing 
these techniques to create exciting and individual artwork. You will be able to investigate the exciting and 
innovative effects that can be achieved through using different drawing styles and media, working in two 
and three dimensions, stenciling, printmaking, using mixed media techniques, photography, textiles and 
Photoshop skills. 

You will learn how to research a project theme to create an individual sketchbook.  You will study artists to 
inspire your development of media, technique and style.  You will become a confident visual and 
conceptual communicator as you develop a project and produce final pieces that represent your interests. 

Component Titles: 
Component 1 Personal Investigation 60% 

The course begins with introduction into skills and techniques which will be applied to a topic 
or theme of your choice with a supporting written reflection of 1000 - 3000 words. 

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment 40% 

Completed in Year 13 - Students select a starting point from the external exam paper to 
create a personal project in response to the theme.  Supervised exam time of 15 hours. 

Assessment Details: 
Coursework, essay, controlled assessments. 

Progression Routes: 
Everything around us has been designed or created to enhance our lives; creativity is a highly sought after 
skill in any profession.  Further careers could include: architecture, graphic designer, photographer, film 
maker, animator, stage make up, fashion and theatre design, landscape gardening, ceramics, sculpture, 
textiles artist or designer, fine artist, glass designer, illustrator, cartoonist, teacher, art historian, product 
design, car design, town planner, flower arranger, interior designer, sign writer, surface pattern designer, 
stage set designer, amongst others. 

Think about The Apprentice…having a creative vision can make all the difference in any walk of life. 

Examination Board: 
AQA 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus previous experience in Drama or Theatre Studies 
& grade 4 in English. 

Course Overview: 

If you relish the prospect of spending the next year exploring and performing a variety of entertaining 
and challenging plays, from the naturalistic vision of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, to the abstract 
performance styles of Kafka and Metamorphosis, then Drama & Theatre Studies is the course for 
you! 

 
How to analyse and evaluate your use of drama skills and the drama skills of others. 

How an actor plays and breathes life into his role. 

How to interpret an ordinary script into a stunning visual performance. 

 

On this course, you will learn to do all of the above and more.  You will be shown the wonderful 
diversity in theatre and will learn to analyse, interpret and create imaginative, stylish and effective 
theatre, whilst increasingly becoming a competent theatre practitioner.  While this A Level is 
academic, it is also 30% practical and offers a unique approach to learning.  It is an active and 
creative course which aims to nurture your enthusiasm for an interest in theatre, both as an 
audience member and as a participant. 

Components: (Please note that components are subject to change) 

Component 1: Devising 
Component 2: Theatre Text in performance 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in practice 

Assessment Details: 

10% Practical Assessment (internally moderated) 20% (total) Performance x 2 (externally 
assessed) 40% Written paper 
30% Written coursework 

Progression Routes: 

Drama & Theatre Studies is excellent preparation for a degree in Drama or Drama School training. 
The skills developed through this course are also relevant to many different academic and 
professional areas.  It combines very well with other Arts, Humanities and English subjects. 
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Geography 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 4 or above in GCSE Geography 

Course Overview: 

Geographers acquire a wide range of skills, such as the ability to analyse data, to write a report or 
to understand the attitudes and values of decision makers. 

Geographers study the interaction between people and the places they inhabit.  As such it is a 
relevant and flexible subject which integrates well with a variety of other subject areas and can be 
usefully combined with Science or Arts.  It allows the science specialist to develop important 
literacy skills and the arts specialist to develop important numeric and graphical skills.  Geography 
is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice. 

Units:  

Unit 1: Tectonic Process and Hazards. The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity. The Carbon Cycle 
and Glaciated landscapes. 

Unit 2:  Globalisation. Superpowers, Diverse Places, and Migration, Identity and Sovereignty. 
Unit 3: Synoptic assessment based on resource booklet with information about a geographical 

issue. 

Unit 4: Fieldwork Investigation. There will be a residential field trip during Year 12, which is 
essential for a written fieldwork report of 3000 - 4000 words. 

Assessment Details: 

 
Examination 75% Fieldwork Report 25% each unit is equally weighted 

Progression Routes: 

Geography is a broad based academic degree which is well respected by employers.  Geography 
graduates have one of the highest rates of graduate employment.  Geographers enter a very wide 
range of career areas and put simply there is no such thing as a Geography job, there are jobs 
that Geographers do.  Studying Geography provides you with valuable skills and a firm base for 
life-long learning.  With further qualifications or training, you could also teach Geography, do 
urban design or town planning, or become a chartered surveyor.  Other options include; geological 
assistant, development analyst, country or rural planner, environmental consultant, cartographer, 
weather analyst, GIS analyst, park ranger, travel agent, water/land manager or work in tourism. 



Calder 
Sixth Form 

The Calder Learning Trust 

 

 

Photography - A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a grade 4 or above in a creative subject. 

Course Overview: 

You will gain an in-depth understanding of digital photography and image manipulation and will 
gain skills in the use of computer editing software; developing your creative skills as you produce 
independent photographic studies that not only show a good understanding of camera techniques 
but clear artistic development.  You will undertake practical workshops and learn how to 
manipulate images through electronic means and learn about the use of lighting in both studio 
and location based settings.  Additionally an opportunity to explore visual language, show the 
ability to respond to a theme and understand how to study the work of others enables you to 
develop your understanding of photographic practices and art forms.  You will develop an 
understanding of the importance of accuracy, consistency and time management.  Whilst covering 
themes linked to portraiture, landscapes, still life and experimental imagery. 

The A level Photography course will deepen your understanding of the visual world and the role of 
photography in contemporary life. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

 

Unit 1 – Externally assessed  
Unit 2 – Externally assessed 

 

Assessment Details: 

Students will be assessed on their portfolios as well as on their practical examination pieces. 
External moderation takes place in June of Year 13, however students will be assessed internally 
throughout the course. 

 

Progression Routes: 

Past students have gone on to study Photography at a higher level and one student has set up 
their own photography studio. Other routes include Art and Design, Advertising, Film and 
Television Production, Photojournalism, Web Design and Publishing and Graphic Design. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Examination Board: 

OCR 
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Music - Music Technology 
Entry Requirements: 

Students considering Music A Level will have grade 4 in GCSE Music or equivalent and have instrumental 
experience.  The Music Technology A Level or Rock School Level 3 Music Practitioner can be 
considered by those who have completed a GCSE or Level 2 Music qualification, as well as those who have 
not had formal instrumental tuition in the past or those who already enjoy music technology as a hobby. 

Course Overview: 
Studying Music demands skills in literacy, history, art, world culture, teamwork, leadership, confidence, time-
management, self-discipline, self-awareness, listening, critical thinking, and an insatiable curiosity for new 
cultural discoveries. 
Studying Music is proven to improve cognitive functions, memory skills, language skills, team working skills, 
motor coordination, increased attention span, increased emotional resilience, empathy and self-discipline. 

Edexcel GCE Music students experience all three main musical disciplines of performing, composing, and 

listening and understanding. Students will develop performance skills (solo and/or ensemble), compose music 
and learn about harmony (the basics at AS and stylistic studies at A2). They will build up their aural and 
analytical skills by studying selections from the New Anthology of Music and wider listening from the 6 Areas 
of Study: Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Fusions, New Directions. 

Edexcel GCE Music Technology specification involves much practical work and encourages the 

cultivation of a wide range of skills. Students will have the opportunity to sequence MIDI and audio, record 
live instruments, produce CDs and compose using music technology. They will also 
build an understanding of the technical processes and principles that underpin effective use of music 
technology, and comment on it in writing. 

Rock School Level 3 Music Practitioner (subsidiary & extended diplomas) is a qualification 

designed to prepare students for work in the music industry. 
It allows students to specialise in their strongest area (of 4) and the modules are selected to further 
personalise the course. 
Students can follow one of 4 pathways; performing, composing, technology, and business (promotion and 
event management). 

Progression routes: 
Music is a good choice if you aim to go into the industry or, for example teach, however it fosters many skills 
that employers look for, so is a good second or third A-Level option. 

Career options include: 
Music Performance (symphony orchestras, operas, jazz, rock, pop, etc.) Music Education (teaching in 
schools, teaching privately) 

Music Therapy (using music as an aid to healing) 

Music Administration (managing symphonies, music societies, rock stars, etc) Composition (classical, 
rock, country, film music, advertising, etc.) 
Music Software Development Recording Engineering/Production 
Retail Music (selling music, instruments, and accessories) Film/Video Game Music Orchestration and 
Editing 

Examination Board: 
Edexcel/RSL 
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Textiles 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 4 (or equivalent) in GCSE Textiles, Art or 
other suitable creative subjects 

Course Overview: 
Students choose to study Textile Design for many reasons, they may have a particular career path they 
wish to follow, or they may enjoy the creativity involved.  The subject offers a welcome balance to other A 
Level subjects.  The Textiles Department allows students to follow their individual preference within the 
subject from fashion to interior design, surface pattern and fine art textiles. 
 
Textiles allows you to explore creative and innovative ideas through a range of traditional and experimental 
textiles techniques.  The course emphasis is on creativity and the production of an exciting body of work.  
You will incorporate unusual elements such as wire and paper as forms of constructing, as well as more 
traditional methods such as weaving, felting, printmaking and stencilling.  You will also learn skills in fabric 
manipulation and a whole variety of creative printing, dying and embroidery processes. 
 
You will be encouraged to explore your own responses to textile design briefs, researching and developing 
your ideas by drawing, photographing and experimenting with materials. You will be introduced to a wide 
range of modern and contemporary artists and designers to help stimulate ideas. 

Component: (Please note that components are subject to change) 

Component 1: Students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished 
outcome or a series of related finished outcomes.  Practical elements should make connections with some 
aspect of contemporary or past practice of artist(s), designer(s), photographers or craftspeople and include 
written work of no less than 1000 and no more than 3000 words which supports the practical work. 
 
Component 2: Students respond to a stimulus, provided by the examination board, to produce work 
which provides evidence of their ability to work independently within specified time constraints, developing 
a personal and meaningful response which addresses all the assessment objectives and leads to a finished 
outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. 

Assessment Details: 
60% coursework 40% examination 

Progression Routes: 
This course can lead to foundation and degree level study in areas such as surface pattern design, 
fashion, textile design and creative crafts.  This can lead to many career areas within the fashion 
industry, costume design, interior design, visual merchandising, buying, freelance design and 
teaching. 

 

Examination Board: 
AQA 
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Physics A Level 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a minimum grade of two grade 6s or a grade 6 in 
Physics GCSE and a grade 6 in Mathematics. 

Course Overview: 

All technology that surrounds us is based on the principles of Physics.  As a subject that is 
continually evolving, it allows for advancements in engineering, mechanics, medicine and 
astrophysics.  It is based on the key aspects of science from the smallest to the largest particles 
and considers energy, forces and how each interacts.  Physics enables students to consider how 
society makes decisions about scientific issues that contribute to the success of the economy and 
technological advancement. 

Physics builds on many of the aspects learnt at GCSE in both the sciences and mathematics.  It 
will enable you to develop your problem solving and mathematical skills whilst enhancing your 
logical reasoning and analytical skills.  You will conduct experiments to test hypotheses and 
scientific principles and develop your ability to research and design practical assessments. 

Topics: 
Topic 1 Working as a Physicist    
Topic 2 Mechanics 
Topic 3 Electric circuits  
Topic 4 Materials 
Topic 5 Waves and the particle nature of light 
Topic 6 Further mechanics 
Topic 7  Electric and magnetic fields 

Assessment Details: 

Topic 8   Nuclear and particle physics  
Topic 9    Thermodynamics 
Topic 10  Nuclear radiation 
Topic 11  Gravitational fields  
Topic 12  Space 

Topic 13  Oscillations 

 

100% examination & practical endorsement reported separately 3 examination papers ranging 
from 1 hour 45 minutes – 2 hours 30 minutes in length. 

Progression routes: 

Studying Physics allows students to progress onto Higher Education to study subjects linked to 
traditional science, engineering and medicine.  It also enables students to consider subjects such 
as economics, music technology and IT.  Due to the diverse nature of the subject it is useful to 
many technology related careers 
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Sport BTEC 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a minimum grade 4 at GCSE PE.  Students who do 
not meet these criteria but have other evidence of suitable sporting ability may be allowed on the 
course at the discretion of the Head of Faculty and the Head of Calder VI. 

Course Overview: 

Do you have a passion for sport?  Did you enjoy a PE course at Key Stage 4 or wish you had 
studied one?  This may just be the perfect course for you.  BTEC Sport offers a combination of 
practical and theoretical study in order to develop, engage and enthuse students throughout. 

Studying BTEC Sport offers a direct pathway into the Calderdale Leadership Academy, which 
provides opportunities to lead younger students and gain a range of other sports-based 
qualifications.  Practical knowledge and application based around fitness testing and training is 
combined with the development of coaching and communication skills.  Students will also develop 
a thorough knowledge and understanding of anatomy and physiology. 

Units: (4 Units to be studied. 1-3 are mandatory units, plus 1 extra) 

1. Anatomy and Physiology (Exam) 
2. Fitness training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being (External moderation) 
3. Professional Development in the Sports Industry (Internal moderation) 
4. Fitness testing for Sport and Exercise 
5. Exercise and Circuit based Physical Activity 

Assessment Details: 

All assessments are organised through coursework. 

Progression routes: 

Students who study BTEC Sport have access to a variety of sports based qualifications at degree 
level. Our former students have gone on to study courses at University in the following fields: 

Sports Coaching Sports Development Physiotherapy 
Sport Business 

Examination Board: 
 
Edexcel 
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Btec Health & Social Care (Extended 

Certificate) 

Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements. Grade 4 in English Language. 

Course Overview: 
Do you want a career working with vulnerable groups within society? Do you want to learn about 
health, social care and early years settings?  Are you interested in finding out how you could 
improve the lives of others through demonstrating positive care?  Do you like to empower others? 
 
If you answered yes to any of the questions above then Health and Social Care may be the subject 
for you.  Health and Social Care will provide you with a broad understanding of the care sector and 
how lifestyle, nutrition and disease may affect different people.  It is a useful subject to have 
studied if you are planning to move into a career in Health, Social Care or Early Years. 
 
You will develop the ability to conduct research, complete detailed write ups of the topics covered, 
along with an ability to evaluate in a structured and analytical manner.  In addition to academic 
skills, you will also learn about empathy, sincerity and understanding.  You will also develop 
communication skills both within the classroom and a care setting.  All students are expected to 
carry out voluntary work experience. 

Units: (Please note, this unit is subject to change) 

For Year 1: Human life span and development (external examination)  
 Meeting individual care and support needs (portfolio) 

 

For Year 2: Working in health and social care (external examination)  
 Physiological disorders and their treatment (portfolio) 

 

Assessment Details: 

Coursework and Examination 

 

Progression Routes: 

Health and Social Care has obvious links to careers in all care sectors from nursing and midwifery 
to social work and primary education.  In addition it is frequently studied by students who favour 
the social sciences as it provides additional knowledge to society and diversity. 

Examination Board: 

Edexcel 
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Philosophy and Ethics (RS) 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements. Grade 4 in English Language. 

 

Course Overview: 
Philosophy: What does it mean to be human? Ethics: How do we live together in society? 

Philosophy and Ethics are an aspect of Religious Studies where we study religious and non-religious ideas 
and attitudes to these big questions.  Philosophy investigates what it means to be human, why we and the 
universe are here, what the mind is and the role of religion within society both past and present.  Ethics 
investigates what is meant by right and wrong and how we know the difference.  We investigate different 
topics such as euthanasia, freewill and business ethics. 
 
Religion plays an important role in our society and can influence what people think, feel, and believe. 
Through studying Philosophy and Ethics, students get a broad look at how religion and spirituality form the 
basis of our culture. 
 
Philosophy and Ethics also helps students develop skills including, analytical and strategic thinking; 
research skills; an ability to understand both sides and negotiate and resolve conflict including an 
understanding of the impact of conflicting ideologies; and an appreciation of human diversity, belief 
systems, cultural and spiritual experiences. 

Units:  

Ethics: Utilitarianism and Situation Ethics, Kantian Ethics, Natural Moral Law and Virtue Ethics, 

Euthanasia and Business Ethics 

Philosophy: Ancient Philosophy, Existence of God, Problem of Evil, Mind and Soul, Religious Language, 

Buddhism: Teachings, Values, Sources of Wisdom, Developments of Buddhist Thought. 

 

Assessment Details: 
100% Examination 

 

Progression Routes: 
The course directly provides a foundation for courses in Philosophy, Religious Studies and Theology at 
University.  However, the challenges involved in studying Philosophy and Ethics are highly relevant to a 
wide range of courses in the Humanities and Social Sciences. Philosophy and Ethics will train you in skills of 
analysis, logical thought, empathy and literacy, which are vital for a wide range of career choices, 
including; law, education, social work, politics, medicine, administration or the media. 

 

Examination Board: 
OCR 
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Psychology 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus grade 5 or above in Core Science or Biology. 

Course Overview: 

Psychology helps you to understand more about what makes people tick!  You will consider the biological 
nature of the body; neurotransmitters, hormonal and neural influences alongside more social explanations. 

Psychology is a social science that has real world applications that enables people to understand how our 
world and societies develop and change. 

You will develop a comprehensive knowledge of a range of psychological concepts and be able to present 
the ideas of leading psychologists in a coherent manner. You will learn how to analyse theories, studies and 
psychological schools of thought and consider how this science works within society. 

You will become a confident communicator and be able to develop the skills to debate issues linked to the 
world of psychology. 

Units: 

AS one year only 

Paper 1 Introductory topics in Psychology (Social influence, memory, and attachment)  
Paper 2 Psychology in context (Approaches, psychopathology and research methods) 

 
Full A-Level (Exams at the end of Year 2) 
Paper 1 Introductory topics in Psychology (Social influence, memory, attachment and 

Psychopathology) 

Paper 2 Psychology in context (Approaches in psychology, Bio-psychology and research 
methods)  

Paper 3 Issues and options in Psychology (Issue and debates in psychology, Relationships, 
Schizophrenia and Aggression) 

Assessment Details: 
100% Examination at the end of A-Level 2 year course for full qualification. 

Progression Routes: 

Apart from the obvious careers of, Clinical Psychologist, Educational Psychologist, Therapist and 
Counsellor; Psychology will enable you to progress in a variety of careers from social work, 
teaching and the police to sport, personnel, management, market research and advertising. 
Knowing how people can be influenced and affected by change opens up a whole field of 
opportunities. 

Examination Board: 

AQA Specification A 
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Sociology 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a subject that demonstrates the basic ability to construct 
essays. 

Course Overview: 
This course helps you to gain a critical understanding of the society in which you live.  You learn how 
society shapes people's ideas, social behaviour and cultures and how, in turn, people interact together and 
shape their societies. The evaluative nature of the course makes it unique and different than anything you 
have done previously at GCSE. 
 

You will be able to work independently to complete your own surveys and research tasks.  You will learn to 

work effectively as part of a team and you will build on your evaluation skills as you will structure 

arguments that consider different points of view.  Essay writing skills will also be developed as all 

examinations are based on questions that require essays to be written. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

AS 1 year only 
Paper 1 Education with methods in context (AS qualification only) 
Paper 2 Research methods and sociology of the family (AS qualification only) 

Full A-Level (examination at the end of year 2)  
Paper 1 Education with theory and methods 
Paper 2 Topics in Sociology (Families and households and Beliefs in society)  
Paper 3 Crime and deviance with theory and methods 

Assessment Details: 
100% examination at the end of A-Level 2 year course for full qualification. 

Progression Routes: 
Sociology provides a good grounding for those wishing to pursue a related course in higher 
education; Economics, Politics, History, as well as Sociology itself are served well by this course. 
Students seeking a career in the 'caring' professions will find this course is a useful introduction. 
Non-Social Scientists also find the course interesting as it offers a broad view of the world they 
live in. Most of the Sociology students go on to university and study Social Science and related 
degrees. Others pursue Humanities degrees. 

The study of Sociology provides useful skills and knowledge relevant to a wide variety of careers 
including Law, Social Work, Human Resources, Marketing, Public Relations, Market Research, 
Teaching and Nursing. 

Examination Board: 
AQA 
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Government and Politics 
Entry Requirements: 

The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus preferably a 5 or above in GCSE English Language 

Course Overview: 

Government & Politics is a dynamic subject which impacts on many aspects of our lives. Today’s 
news can be part of your next politics essay, and decisions made by politicians influence our living 
standards, our public services and our role in the wider world.  Studying Government & Politics at 
A level will allow you to understand the ideologies, processes and institutions involved in politics 
and to be able to develop well informed opinions about politics. 

Government & Politics requires you to be able to research and evaluate information from a range 
of sources, including newspapers, online news and text books.  You will then learn how to bring 
this together to construct balanced arguments.  You will also learn how to express clear and strong 
opinions, whilst at the same time being objective and reflective.  You must therefore be interested 
in the news and be prepared to discuss current issues 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Component 1: UK Politics 
Component 2: UK Government 
Component 3: Comparative Politics 

 

Assessment Details: 

100% examination - 3 examination papers 

Progression Routes: 

Government & Politics is excellent preparation for a wide range of university courses and careers: 
many students go on to study law (the law-making process and judiciary are integral parts of the 
course); others go into journalism or careers in media; some follow a career path in economics or 
finance; those who enjoy the ideological aspects may go on to study philosophy; a few might even 
become politicians! 

Government & Politics links well with other subjects including History, English, Sociology, 
Geography and Economics 
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Business (BTEC) 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus at least a grade 5 in English Language 
qualification 

 

Course Overview: 
BTEC Business is designed to provide a highly specialised, work-related qualification for the business 
sector. Studying Business will give you an invaluable insight into how real businesses operate. At Calder 
High School we work alongside a number of local and international businesses so that you can develop real 
life business experiences. 
 
The assessment approach allows you to receive feedback on your progress throughout the course as you 
complete a portfolio of evidence. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse 
activities including assignment and project work, case studies, workplace assessment, role play and oral 
presentation. 
 
You will develop an understanding of the business environment, management of resources, marketing and 
communication; all fundamental to the success of business organisations. Business will also provide you 
with the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for 
successful performance in working life. 

 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Exploring Business (90 GLH) 25% (marked internal) 

Developing a Marketing Campaign (90 GLH) 25% (controlled assessment marked external) 
Personal and Business Finance (120 GLH) 33% (written exam) 
Recruitment and Selection Process (60 GLH) 17% (marked internal) 

 

Assessment Details: 
42% Coursework 
58% Examination / Controlled assessment 

 

Progression Routes: 
By studying Business you will be able to apply for Business-related courses at University or to enter 
employment in the business sector. Possible specialist business opportunities include areas such as; 
management, marketing, finance, customer service or human resources in large organisations or a more 
generic role in a small local business. Business will also enable you to progress into a variety of alternative 
careers including teaching, personnel, market research and advertising. It gives you the knowledge and 
know-how to operate your own business if you have that entrepreneurial flair. 
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ICT (BTEC) 
Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus at least a grade 5 in an IT qualification (GCSE or 
equivalent), as well as a grade 5 in English Language. 

Course Overview: 
Ever wanted to know more about how Information Technology works? 
Want to know how to build a computer from scratch, configure and install software on a 
computer? 

Ever wondered how computer games are made or fancied having a go at one yourself? 
Want to learn how to create a professional website from the ground up? 
 

If these questions are ones that you want answering then the BTEC ICT is for you! During this course you 
will be able develop your graphics skills, practical skills for building and configuring computer systems and 
create your own games. This is your chance to immerse yourself into the digital world and find out what it 
is all about! 
 
You will develop a comprehensive knowledge of a range of computer concepts both technical and practical 
and be able to present ideas of your own. You will learn how to create your own computer software as well 
as build your own computer. You will learn what makes a computer work and how different components of 
a computer can enhance the user experience. You will also develop an understanding of how computers 
have changed the world that we live in and how the digital world is changing the way that we live our lives. 
You will become a confident communicator and be able to develop your IT skills, present ideas and 
demonstrate your practical and analytical skills in the world of computing. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Creating Systems to Manage Information (90 GLH) 25% (controlled assessment marked external) 
Using Social Media in Business (90 GLH) 25% (marked internal) 
Information Technology Systems (120 GLH) 33% (written exam) Website Development (60 GLH) 
17% (marked internal) 

Assessment Details: 
42% Coursework 
58% Examination/Controlled assessment 

Progression Routes: 
The information technology field contains a wide spectrum of jobs but this qualification focuses on practical 
skills including games design, database design and creation, games development and using computers to 
present information. These skills could be transferable into many professions including, business 
management, computer games designer, technician /technical field, teaching and IT support.
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Food Science and Nutrition 
 

Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus Grade 4 or above at GCSE Catering or Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Course Overview: 
Learners complete three units: two mandatory and one optional.  The first mandatory unit will enable the learner to demonstrate 
an understanding of the science of food safety, nutrition and nutritional needs in a wide range of contexts, and through on–going 
practical sessions, to gain practical skills to produce quality food items to meet the needs of individuals. 
 
The second mandatory unit will allow learners to develop their understanding of the science of food safety and hygiene; essential 
knowledge for anyone involved in food production in the home or wishing to work in the food industry.  Again practical sessions will 
support the gaining of theoretical knowledge and ensure learning is a tactile experience.  Studying one of the two optional units will 
allow learners the opportunity to study subjects of particular interest or relevance to them, building on previous learning and 
experiences. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Unit 1: Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups - Mandatory 
Unit 1 will be both internally and externally assessed. Details of the external assessment are as follows:  
• 90 minute examination; plus 15 minutes reading time • Total of 90 marks • Three sections on each paper: 
o Section A is short answer questions o Section B is extended answer questions o Section C relates to a case study  
The internal assessment for Unit 1 is in the form of a timed controlled assessment which will be based on a scenario which students 
will have to cater for. 
Unit 2 – Ensuring Food is Safe to Eat - Mandatory 
Unit 2 is externally assessed.  It is based on an eight hour timed, supervised assessment issued by the exam board.  Learners must 
complete the assessment within three weeks of it being opened by the centre. 

Assessment Details: 

Each external assessment will involve the learner applying the knowledge, understanding and skills learned throughout the unit to 
information provided in a scenario. The scenario will relate to a food safety situation. It will require learners to analyse the 
information and make judgments regarding the potential food safety risk.  Choose one optional Unit: 
• Unit 3: Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems  
• Unit 4: Current issues in Food Science and Nutrition  
Internal assessment for each of the above units is by way of a controlled assessment assignment.  To achieve a Pass, Merit, 
Distinction or Distinction* grade, learners must obtain the minimum UMS mark for the qualification grade and a minimum of a pass 
grade in ALL units. 

Progression Routes: 
An understanding of food science and nutrition is relevant to many industries and job roles. Care providers and nutritionists in 
hospitals use this knowledge, as do sports coaches and fitness instructors. Hotels and restaurants, food manufacturers and 
government agencies also use this understanding to develop menus, food products and policies that that support healthy eating 
initiatives. Many employment opportunities within the field of food science and nutrition are available to graduates.  Together with 
other relevant qualifications such A levels in Biology, Chemistry, Sociology and Maths, students will be able to use the qualification 
to support entry to higher education courses such as: BSc Food and Nutrition, BSc Human Nutrition, BSc (Hons) Public Health 
Nutrition, 
BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technology. 

Examination Board: 
Edexcel 
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Product Design 
 

Entry Requirements: 
The standard Calder VI entry requirements plus a pass in a relevant subject eg Resistant Materials, 
Graphic Products, Engineering. 

Course Overview: 
Product Design at A Level is a course that will equip students with design skills for the future. 
Students will be able to recognise design needs and develop an understanding of how current 
global issues, including integrating technology, impacts on today’s world. It encourages creativity 
and innovation. At A level, students will have the confidence to innovate and produce creative 
design solutions as they develop their own design brief with a client/end user. 
 
As the course is 50% exam assessment and 50% non-examined assessment students have the 
opportunity to gain a large part of their qualification in the classroom. They will be able to use 
creativity and imagination when applying iterative design processes to develop and modify 
designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve real world problems, considering their own 
and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 

Units: (Please note that units are subject to change) 

Component 1: Principles of Design and Technology – external exam - 50% of the qualification.  
The paper includes calculations, short and open-response questions, as well as extended-writing 
questions focused on: 

 analysis and evaluation of design decisions and outcomes, against a technical principle, for 
prototypes made by others 

 analysis and evaluation of wider issues in design technology, including social, moral, ethical 
and environmental impacts. 

Component 2: Independent Design and Make Project – internally marked – 50% of the 
qualification. You will be asked to create a design portfolio led by a design brief you will set 
yourself. 

Assessment Details: 
 Part 1: Identifying and outlining possibilities for design 
 Part 2: Designing a prototype 
 Part 3: Making a final prototype 
 Part 4: Evaluating own design and prototype 

Progression Routes: 
Students can progress to further education and/or work-based study including, but not limited to 
product design, engineering and architecture, further training in the design, creative, engineering 
and/or manufacturing industries, and employment in a relevant sector. 

Examination Board: Edexcel 


